
 

 

DURKIN & DURKIN, LLC 
By:  Gregory F. Kotchick (NJ State Bar No.: 027971999) 
1120 Bloomfield Avenue, P. O. Box 1289 
West Caldwell, NJ 07007 (gkotchick@durkinlawfirm.com) 
P: (973) 244-9969  - Our File No.: 4320-73 
Attorneys for Plaintiff, New Jersey Turnpike Authority 
 

NEW JERSEY TURNPIKE 
AUTHORITY, 

                         Plaintiff, 

v. 

DEVON TYLER BARBER, 

                        Defendant. 

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY  
ATLANTIC COUNTY – LAW DIVISION 
SPECIAL CIVIL PART 
 
DOCKET NO.: ATL-DC-007956-25 

CIVIL ACTION 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

 

TO: Devon Tyler Barber 
 325 E. Jimme Leeds Road, Suite 7 
 Galloway, NJ 08205 
 e-mail: tylerstead@protonmail.com  
 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Friday, December 19, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. in the 

forenoon, or as soon thereafter as counsel may be heard, the undersigned shall move on behalf of 

the Plaintiff, New Jersey Turnpike Authority (the “Plaintiff” or “NJTA”), before the Superior 

Court of New Jersey, Law Division – Special Civil Part, Atlantic County, for the entry of a 

protective order pursuant to R. 4:10-3 limiting discovery in this matter to information relevant to 

the claims and defenses and quashing Defendant’s outstanding discovery demands as outside the 

scope of permissible discovery. 

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Defendant shall rely upon the attached 

Letter Brief and Certification of Counsel, filed simultaneously herewith in support of its motion. 

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that pursuant to R. 1:6-2(a), a copy of a proposed 

Order is annexed hereto.   
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PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that pursuant to R. 1:6-2(d) the undersigned 

waives oral argument, unless timely opposition to this Motion is served. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the relief requested may be granted unless 

opposition papers are timely filed and served upon counsel no later than eight (8) days before the 

return date of this motion, unless the Court relaxes that time.  

      DURKIN & DURKIN, LLC 
     Attorneys for the Plaintiff 
 

    By: /s/ Gregory F. Kotchick   

      Gregory F. Kotchick 
 

Dated: November 26, 2025 
 
 

CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE 

 I certify that the within Notice of Motion, Brief, Certification of Counsel, and proposed 

form of Order were this date electronically filed with the Court, and a copy of same was served 

as follows:  

Via Regular Mail & E-Mail 

 Devon Tyler Barber 
 325 E. Jimme Leeds Road, Suite 7 
 Galloway, NJ 08205 
 e-mail: tylerstead@protonmail.com  
 
 
 
 

     DURKIN & DURKIN, LLC 
     Attorneys for the Plaintiff 

 

         By: /s/Gregory F. Kotchick 
      Gregory F. Kotchick  
 
Dated:  November 26, 2025 
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DURKIN & DURKIN, LLC 
By:  Gregory F. Kotchick (NJ State Bar No.: 027971999) 
1120 Bloomfield Avenue, P. O. Box 1289 
West Caldwell, NJ 07007 (gkotchick@durkinlawfirm.com) 
P: (973) 244-9969  - Our File No.: 4320-73 
Attorneys for Plaintiff, New Jersey Turnpike Authority 
 

NEW JERSEY TURNPIKE 
AUTHORITY, 

                         Plaintiff, 

v. 

DEVON TYLER BARBER, 

                        Defendant. 

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY  
ATLANTIC COUNTY – LAW DIVISION 
SPECIAL CIVIL PART 
 
DOCKET NO.: ATL-DC-007956-25 

CIVIL ACTION 

 

CERTIFICATION OF COUNSEL 
 

GREGORY F. KOTCHICK, of full age hereby certifies as follows: 
 

1. I am an attorney-at-law admitted to practice in the State of New Jersey and am a 

partner in the law firm of Durkin & Durkin, LLC, attorneys for the Plaintiff, New Jersey Turnpike 

Authority (“Plaintiff” or “NJTA”) in the above-captioned matter.  I am responsible for the day-to-

day handling of this matter, and as such, I am competent to make this Certification and do so in 

support of Plaintiff’s Motion for a protective over. 

2. This matter is a routine debt collection action arising from Defendant Devon Tyler 

Barber’s (“Defendant”) repeated nonpayment of tolls, along with the statutorily required 

administrative fees imposed for nonpayment.  

3. On August 19, 2025, Plaintiff filed a complaint against Defendant seeking to recover 

$5,109.45 in unpaid tolls and administrative fees. 

4. On October 27, 2025, Defendant served discovery requests upon Plaintiff.  The 

requests include, among other things, interrogatories, document demands, and requests for 

admissions.  
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5. The discovery requests do not seek information relating to the Defendant’s unpaid 

tolls or administrative fees that form the basis of this action. Instead, they seek wide-ranging and 

irrelevant information concerning NJTA’s procurement processes, bid evaluations, corporate 

ownership of E-ZPass contractors, alleged foreign control of those vendors, ethics and conflict of 

interest records, and communications with federal and state officials on issues unrelated to this 

Defendant’s toll violations (among other things). A true copy of the Defendant’s Discovery 

Demands are annexed hereto as Exhibit A. 

6. It is respectfully submitted that the requested discovery is not relevant to the claims 

and defenses underlying the within action and are not reasonably calculated to lead to admissible 

evidence. Instead, the discovery demands seek to explore collateral topics, to pursue speculative 

theories, and to impose unnecessary burden on the NJTA.  

7. For the above reasons, Plaintiff submits the accompanying Motion for a protective 

order (1) quashing Defendant’s outstanding discovery demands as outside the scope of permissible 

discovery; (2) limiting future discovery to information relevant to the specific and narrow claims 

and defenses in this matter. 

 I hereby certify that the foregoing statement made by me are true.  I am aware that if any 

of the foregoing statements are willfully false, I am subject to punishment. 

 

DURKIN & DURKIN, LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
New Jersey Turnpike Authority 
  

Dated:    November 26, 2025     By: /s/ Gregory F. Kotchick  

      Gregory F. Kotchick 
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DURKIN & DURKIN, LLC
By:  Gregory F. Kotchick (NJ State Bar No.: 027971999)
1120 Bloomfield Avenue, P. O. Box 1289
West Caldwell, NJ 07007 (gkotchick@durkinlawfirm.com)
P: (973) 244-9969  - Our File No.: 4320-73
Attorneys for Plaintiff, New Jersey Turnpike Authority

NEW JERSEY TURNPIKE 
AUTHORITY,

                         Plaintiff,

v.

DEVON TYLER BARBER,

                        Defendant.

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY 
ATLANTIC COUNTY – LAW DIVISION
SPECIAL CIVIL PART

DOCKET NO.: ATL-DC-007956-25

CIVIL ACTION

ORDER

THIS MATTER having been opened to the Court upon the application of Durkin & 

Durkin, LLC, attorneys for the New Jersey Turnpike Authority (the “Plaintiff” or “NJTA”), for a 

protective order pursuant to R. 4:10-3, and the Court having considered all papers submitted, and 

heard oral arguments of counsel, if any, and for good cause shown;

IT IS on this  day of __________ 2025,

ORDERED that the Plaintiff’s motion for a protective order pursuant to R. 4:10-3 be and 

is hereby granted; and it is further

ORDERED that Defendant’s outstanding discovery demands, including interrogatories, 

requests for production, and requests for admissions dated October 27, 2025, are hereby quashed 

as outside the scope of permissible discovery; and it is further

ORDERED that discovery in this matter is limited to information relevant to the claims 

and defenses in this action, specifically whether Defendant incurred tolls and owes the resulting 

administrative fees resulting therefrom; and it is further
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ORDERED that a copy of this Order shall be served upon all parties within _______ (  ) 

days of entry.

_______________________________________
The Honorable Dean R. Marcolongo, J.S.C.

Opposed: __________

Unopposed:  _________
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DURKIN & DURKIN, LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

1120 BLOOMFIELD AVENUE 

P.O. BOX 1289 
WEST CALDWELL, NJ  07007-9452 

____ 

(973) 244-9969 
TELECOPIER (973) 227-4676 

E-mail: gkotchick@durkinlawfirm.com 
 

 

   November 26, 2025 
 
Via Electronic Filing and  
Courtesy Copy Via Regular Mail  
 
The Honorable Dean R. Marcolongo, J.S.C. 
Atlantic County Courthouse 
1201 Bacharach Boulevard 
Atlantic City, NJ 08401 
 

Re: New Jersey Turnpike Authority 
  Docket No.:  ATL_DC-007956-25   
  Our File No.: 4320-73 
 
Dear Judge Marcolongo:  
  
  This office is counsel to the Plaintiff, New Jersey Turnpike Authority (the “Plaintiff” or 

“NJTA”), in the above-referenced matter.  Please accept this letter brief, in lieu of a more formal 

submission, in support of Plaintiff’s Motion for a Protective Order pursuant to R. 4:10-3.  

As set forth in the Certification of Counsel filed concurrently herewith, and as you are aware, 

this matter is a routine debt-collection action stemming from the Defendant Devon Tyler Barber’s 

(“Defendant”) repeated and habitual failure to pay tolls, and the respective statutorily required 

administrative fees imposed for nonpayment.  However, Defendant’s discovery demands seek 

information unrelated to those issues.  Rather than requesting information pertaining to the tolls, 

notices of violation, or the calculation of administrative fees, Defendant’s discovery demands seek 

information concerning NJTA’s procurement decisions, third-party vendor relationships, corporate 

ownership of technology contractors, and speculative questions regarding national security and data-
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DURKIN & DURKIN, LLC 
 
The Honorable Dean R. Marcolongo, J.S.C. 
November 26, 2025 
Page 2 of 3 
 

 

privacy matters.  None of these subjects bear on whether Defendant drove through toll plazas without 

paying and the resulting charges and administrative fees.  

Under R. 4:10-2, discovery extends only to information relevant to the claims and defenses in 

the action and reasonably calculated to lead to admissible evidence.  Discovery may not be used to 

explore collateral topics, to pursue speculative theories, or to impose unnecessary burden or litigation 

expense.  While New Jersey courts have held that the rules governing discovery are to be liberally 

construed, see, e.g., Meyers v. St. Francis Hosp., 91 N.J. Super. 377, 385 (App. Div. 1966), there 

are well settled exceptions to this principle. R. 4:10-3 is such an exception that provides a vehicle 

by which a party may obtain protection against unduly burdensome and harassing discovery 

requests.  Rule 4:10-3 states, in part: 

Upon motion by a party or by the person from whom discovery is 
sought, and for good cause shown, the court may make any order 
which justice requires to protect a party or person from annoyance, 
embarrassment, oppression, or undue burden or expense, including, 
but not limited to, one or more of the following: 
 

(a) That the discovery not be had; 

(b) That the discovery may be had only on specified terms 
and conditions, including a designation of the time or 
place; 

 
(c) That the discovery may be had only by a method of 

discovery other than that selected by the party seeking 
discovery; 

 
(d) That certain matters not be inquired into, or that the 

scope of the discovery be limited to certain matters; …  
 

In order to overcome the presumption of discoverability, the party seeking a protective 

order under R. 4:10-3 must demonstrate “good cause” for withholding discovery.  Capital Health 

System, Inc. v. Horizon Healthcare Services, Inc., 230 N.J. 73, 80 (2017). Once good cause has 
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DURKIN & DURKIN, LLC 
 
The Honorable Dean R. Marcolongo, J.S.C. 
November 26, 2025 
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been established under R. 4:10-3, it is the trial court that determines the scope of the protective 

order, such as by limiting the scope or terms of discovery.  

R. 4:10-3 expressly authorizes courts to enter a protective order to prevent annoyance, 

embarrassment, oppression, or undue burden or expense, including by quashing improper discovery 

demands. Here, Defendant’s outstanding discovery demands fall well outside the permissible scope 

of discovery under the Rules and would serve no purpose other than to expand this routine toll 

violation matter into one concerning wholly unrelated matters.  Compliance would impose 

disproportionate cost and burden on the NJTA, while yielding no relevant evidence. Accordingly, 

good cause exists for the Court’s granting of a protective order pursuant to R. 4:10-3.  

 As such, it is respectfully requested that a protective order be granted  (1) quashing 

Defendant’s outstanding discovery demands as outside the scope of permissible discovery; (2) 

limiting future discovery to information relevant to the specific and narrow claims and defenses in 

this matter.  

      Respectfully submitted, 

      DURKIN & DURKIN, LLC 

          By: /s/ Gregory F. Kotchick  

       Gregory F. Kotchick 

GFK/ 

cc: Devon Tyler Barber 
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